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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH BHUTTO ON NARCOTICS 

1. IN A RET .AXED WIDE RANGING DISCUSSION WITH BHUTTO NIGHT 
BEFORE LAST WE WERE TALKING ABOUT PROBLEMS OF TODAY'S 
YOUTH AND THE CONVERSATION DRIFTED TO NARCOTICS, AND THEN 
TO THE POPPY PROBLEM IN PAKISTAN. I TOLD HIM I HAD WANTED 
TO TALK ABOUT THIS WITH HIM EOR SOMETIME BUT THAT USUALLY 
IT TURNED OUT THAT OUR TIME WAS TAKEN UP ON URGENT CURRENT 
PROBLEMS. I TOLD HIM THAT SOME OF MY PEOPLE EELT HE MUST 
HAVE BACKED SOMEWHAT AWAY EROM CONTROL OVER NARCOTICS 
PRODUCTION,AAND THAT HIS WAS REINEORCED WITH THE DEPARTURE 
OE ORAKSAI. 

2. BHUTTO SAID MY PEOPLE WERE RIGHT, IN THAT PACE OE 
GOP HAS NECESSARILY BEEN SLOWED. HE SAID HE TOO HAD 
WANTED TO TALK TO ME ABOUT THE PROBLEM BUT HE NEVER 
GOT TO IT IN VIEW OE THE URGENCY OE OTHER MATTERS WE 
USUALLY DISCUSSED. HE SAID HE WANTED TO BE QUITE ERANK 
WITH ME. HE SAID HE HAD ADOPTED A STRONG POSITION IN THE 
BEGINNING ON THIS MATTER NOT ENTIRELY TO MEET U.S. DESIRES 
WHICH HE KNEW WENT ALL THE WAY TO THE WHITE HOUSE, BUT OUT 
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FOUND TO BRING THE POPPY UNDER CONTROL. HE HAD PICKED A 
GOOD MAN IN ORAKSAI AND TOLD HIM TO GET GOING. IT WAS TRUE 
HE HAD BACKED SOMEWHAT OFF AND THE PROGRAM HAD SLOWED 


DOWN BECAUSE OF POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES WHICH HE HAD UNDER- 
ESTIMATED. HE HAD FOUND OUT, FOR INSTANCE, THAT MEMBERS 
OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY WERE MAKING WORRISOME HEADWAY IN 
EFFECTIVE CRITICISM OF HIS GOVERNMENT IN THE NORTHWEST 
FRONTIER PROVINCE, WARNING PEOPLE THAT HE, BHUTTO, WAS GOING 
TO TAKE AWAY THEIR MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD. HE SAID THAT SORT 
OF THING WOULD BE WORRISOME IN ANY CASE, BUT WAS COMPOUNDED 
BY THE ALREADY TENSE AND CONEUSED POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE 
PROVINCE WHICH HE SAID HAD BECOME CONSIDERABLY MORE SERIOUS 
SINCE DAUD RETURNED TO POWER IN AFGHANISTAN. HE SAID HE 
HAD NOT LOST HIS RESOLVE TO MOVE TOWARDS EVENTUAL CONTROL 
OF THE POPPY AS HE COULD, BUT HOPED I WOULD UNDERSTAND 
SOME OF HIS PROBLEMS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. HE ALSO 
VOLUNTEERED THAT HE HAD WATCHED THE TURKISH SITUATION 
CAREFULLY AND HAD FELT THE PRESSURE MIGHT BE SOMEWHAT 
LESS ON HIM IN VIEW OF WHAT IS HAPPENING THERE. 

3. IN THE GENERAL DISCUSSION THAT FOLLOWED AS TO WHAT 
WAS POSSIBLE AND WHAT WAS NOT POSSIBLE, I MADE A STRONG 
PLEA THAT WE FIND SOME AREA WHERE EARLY COOPERATION WOULD 
BE POSSIBLE SO THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO POINT TO SIGNS 
OF PROGRESS IN THIS FIELD. I TOLD HIM OF THE RESOLUTIONS 
IN BOTH OUT HOUSE AND SENATE WHICH COULD WELL MEAN THAT ALL 
ASSISTANCE WOULD BE STOPPED EOR TURKEY IF THE BAN WERE 
LIFTED. HE ASKED IF THAT WOULD INCLUDE MILITARY ASSISTANCE, 

AND I SAID YES. THIS OBVIOUSLY SHOOK HIM. I SAID IT WAS 
NOT A VERY SENSIBLE WAY TO RUN FOREIGN POLICY, BUT THERE 
WAS NO WAY TO KNOW WHETHER PAKISTAN MIGHT AT SOME TIME ALSO 
BE SUBJECTED TO THE TURKISH RISK. I ASKED THAT WE BOTH 
TRY HARD TO SEE IF WE COULD NOT GET A PILOT PROJECT GOING 
IN AN AREA AND IN A MANNER WHICH HE COULD HANDLE. HE SAID 
HE HOPED THAT WOULD BE POSSIBLE AND WOULD RETHINK THE 
MATTER ALONG THOSE LINES. MY PLAN IS TO TAKE IT UP WITH HIM 
AGAIN IN THE NEAR FUTURE WITH MORE SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS ON 
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MY PART. 
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